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am unable to ascertain the situations, and The Cur-
tain, in Shoreditch 9. The Theatre, from its name,
was probably the first building erected in or near the
metropolis purposely for scenick exhibitions.

In the time of Shakspeare there were seven princi-
pal theatres: three private houses, namely, that in
Blackfriars, that in Whitefiiars, and The Cockpit or
Phoenix \ in Drury-Lane, and four that were called
publick theatres; viz. The Globe on the Bank-side,

8  It was probably situated in some remote and privileged place,
being, I suppose, hinted at in the following passage of a sermon
by John Stockwood,   quoted  below,  and preached   in   1578:
" Have we not houses of purpose built with great charges for the
maintenance of them, [the players,] and that without the liberties,
as who shall say, there, let them say what they will, we will play.
I know not how I might, with the godly-learned especially, more
discommend the gorgeous playing-place erected in the fields, than
to term it, as they please to have it called, a Theatre"

9  The Theatre and The Curtain are mentioned in " A Sermon
preached at Paules-Crosse on St. Bartholomew day, being the
24th of August,   1578, by John Stockwood," and in an ancient
Treatise against Idleness, Vaine Plaies and Interludes, by John
Northbrook, bl. 1. no date,  but written apparently about the year
1580.    Stubbes, in his Anatomy of Abuses,  p. 90, edit. 1583,
inveighs against Theatres and Curtaines, which he calls Venus'
Palaces.   Edmund Howes, the continuator of Stowe's Chronicle,
says, (p. 1004-,) that before the year 1570, he '* neither knew,
heard, nor read of any such theatres,  set stages, or play-houses,
as have been purposely built within man's memory."

1 This theatre had been originally a Cockpit. It was built or
rebuilt not very long before the year 1617, in which year we
learn from Camden's Annals of King Jarnes the First, it was
pulled down by the mob : " 1617, Martii 4. Theatnjm ludionum
nuper erectum in Drury-Lane a furente multitudine diruitur, et
apparatus dilaceratur." I suppose it was sometimes called The
Phoenix, from that fabulous bird being its sign. It was situated
opposite the Castle tavern in Drury Lane, and was standing some
time after the Restoration. The players who performed at this
theatre in the time of King James the First, were called the
Queen's Servants, till the death of Queen Anne, in 1619. After
her death, they were, I think, for some time denominated the
Lady Elizabeth's Servants ; and after the marriage 'of King
Charles the First, they regained their former title of the Queen's
players.